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TAKE HOME

What's one thing you're
learning about God and the wonder
of His big story?

How do you see God's story as part
of your own story?

[V@ Family Conversations

Families, use this to prompt

conversations at the table, in the car,
and anywhere else your family experiences
life together.

In your own words, describe joy. What does

it mean? (Note that true joy is deep gladness
because of Jesus that lasts forever!) « Think
back on the past year. What are some times
when you experienced joy? Do you think it's
possible to have joy even when you feel sad?
Why or why not? « Who is someone you can
share the joy of Jesus with this week? What
will you do for or with this person to share

joy?

@VJ Hands On: Something
Unexpected

God's people waited hundreds of years for
the Savior to come. When He came, it was
not in a way most people expected! God sent
Jesus—the King of all Kings—as a helpless
baby and announced His arrival to ordinary
shepherds. As a family, explore the idea

that sometimes the greatest gifts come in
unexpected packages!

Without your child knowing, wrap two
presents—one in a large box and one in a
small one. The large present should contain
one small coin with little value. It should

be beautifully wrapped. The small present
should contain something simple that will
bring your family joy. For example, a gift card
for a favorite ice cream shop ora homemade
gift certificate for one family Christmas
movie night. The small gift can be sloppily
wrapped.

Gather to open these two gifts. After

opening both gifts, talk together about the
experience: What did you think would be

in each gift? Which were you more excited
to open? Now, which are you more excited
about? How was the smaller gift like the gift
of Jesus being born?

Walk It! Act It! Move It! - Waiting for Jesus Charades

Because of Jesus, we can be with God now and forever—Jesus is our joy! There's no

better reason to celebrate and have a fun time! Spend time laughing as a family as you play a goofy

game of charades together.

Write the following words from this week's Bible story on slips of paper: Jesus, shepherds, Mary,
Joseph, Isaiah, angel, manger, joy. Have family members take turns pulling slips from a hat and
silently acting out their word for the others to guess. (You may need to help younger kids read their
slips and conveniently “forget” what you read.) For older kids, add challenge by inviting them to
communicate their words by pantomiming, drawing on paper, or molding them out of play dough
or modeling clay. Also consider including these more challenging words from Isaiah 35 and Luke 2:

Bethlehem, stable, God, peace.

As family members guess words correctly, talk together about how that word ties into the true
story of Jesus’ birth. And remember to laugh! After all, Jesus brings lasting joy to all who know Him!

JOYy
LESSON 3

WONDER TRUTH:
Jesus Is Our Joy

SCRIPTURE:
Isaiah 35; Luke 2

GOD'S BIG STORY:
After many years of waiting,
the Savior is born. His name
is Jesus, and He brings joy to

the world!

WORD OF WONDER:
Work together on
memorizing this verse!

Hebrews 11:1
Faith shows the reality of
what we hope for; it is the
evidence of things we cannot
see.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah%2035%3B%20luke%202&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2011%3A1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090%3A2&version=NLT
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/55JSumVFjaidcwWnltoP0a
https://vimeo.com/1066780096/57b2692df8
https://vimeo.com/1072860863/760a20f930

