
experience his presence

God comes near

SESSIONS
Experience Him (Sept 1)

An unexpected experience (Sept 8)

A life-changing experience (Sept 15)

A promised experience (Sept 22)

An angelic experience (Sept 29)

September OVERVIEW
The sermon theme for September is about seeking and recognizing the presence of God in our lives, how God 
comes near to us. Perhaps, like Jacob, we have suddenly realized, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not 
know it" (Genesis 28:16). When we come to such an awareness, we must also then understand that God was there 
from the beginning; He always was there and always will be. 

Each Sunday will open our eyes to realizing God's presence...

•	 By experiencing Him, as Adam and Eve did in the Garden of Eden.

•	 By preparing ourselves, like Elijah, to see God in the unexpected, in the silence.

•	 By allowing God's presence to be a life-changing experience, like it was for Zacchaeus. 

•	 By looking back at our lives and remembering God's promised nearness, like Joshua.

•	 By finding God's presence in His messengers and those who proclaim His will and strengthen us.

As God comes near to us, let us also proclaim as Jacob did, "How awesome is this place!" (Genesis 28:17)

New Apostolic Church USA

Regroup, 
Remember,
and Reflect
ON THE 2024 September Sunday sermons



God comes near: 
Experience Him
Bible verse: Genesis 3:8
Suggested Reading: Genesis 3

Sunday 1 September Sunday 8 September

QUESTIONS:

1.	 In the garden, in relationship with God, there was eternal 
life, meaningful work and worship, and provision. Outside 
of the garden is death, separation from God, and struggle. 
We often think critically of Adam and Eve's disobedience, 
but how do you struggle with obedience yourself? Why 
is it so hard to do the right thing sometimes?

2.	 Adam and Eve hid from God because of their sin. Why 
don't we have to hide from God? What does it mean to 
you that Jesus, who understands our humanity, also 
understands our inclination to sin?

3.	 How did the sermon inspire or instruct your understanding 
of the Bible verse and/or context?

4.	 What aspect of God's nearness have you come to 
understand from your contemplation of the sermon? 

5.	 What is the one new thought that you walked away with?

6.	 If you had to summarize the service in one sentence to 
someone who was not there, what would it be?

God comes near: 
An unexpected experience
Bible verse: 1 Kings 19:11-12
Suggested Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-16

QUESTIONS:

1.	 In what unexpected ways have you experienced the 
presence of God?

2.	 How do each of the following practices ready us to 
experience God - sanctification, taking a pause, worship, 
and repentance? How could you incorporate one or more 
of these practices in your life this week?

3.	 Elijah experiences God on the mountain, and yet is 
unchanged in his complaints (see verses 10 and 14). 
Perhaps the same has happened to us upon leaving the 
divine service experience. How could this happen? How 
can we prevent it from happening?

4.	 How did the sermon inspire or instruct your understanding 
of the Bible verse and/or context?

5.	 What aspect of God's nearness have you come to 
understand from your contemplation of the sermon? 

6.	 What is the one new thought that you walked away with?

7.	 If you had to summarize the service in one sentence to 
someone who was not there, what would it be?



God comes near: 
A life-changing experience
Bible verse: Luke 19:5
Suggested Reading: Luke 19:1-9

Sunday 15 September Sunday 22 September

QUESTIONS:

1.	 What do you remember about Zacchaeus from Sunday 
School or Bible study? What new perspectives have you 
gained from the sermon?

2.	 Discuss the different roles of each of the characters: 
Zacchaeus (the Seeker), Jesus (the Salvation-bringer), 
and the crowd (the Accusers). 

3.	 Walk through the story of Zacchaeus through the lens of 
repentance. How does he turn to Jesus? How does he 
become aware and remorseful for his sin? How does he 
confess and change his actions? How is his life changed 
by this experience?

4.	 How did the sermon inspire or instruct your understanding 
of the Bible verse and/or context?

5.	 What aspect of God's nearness have you come to 
understand from your contemplation of the sermon? 

6.	 What is the one new thought that you walked away with?

7.	 If you had to summarize the service in one sentence to 
someone who was not there, what would it be?

God comes near: 
A promised experience
Bible verse: Joshua 24:15
Suggested Reading: Joshua 24:1-28

QUESTIONS:

1.	 How did trust inform Joshua's decision to serve God? 
How does trust inform why you serve God?

2.	 How did Joshua's statement inspire the Israelites? What 
actions did it move them to? What effects could your 
serving have on those around you?

3.	 How did the sermon inspire or instruct your understanding 
of the Bible verse and/or context?

4.	 What aspect of God's nearness have you come to 
understand from your contemplation of the sermon? 

5.	 What is the one new thought that you walked away with?

6.	 If you had to summarize the service in one sentence to 
someone who was not there, what would it be?



God comes near: 
An angelic experience
Bible verse: Hebrews 13:2
Suggested Reading: Catechism 3.3.1.1.1

Sunday 29 September

QUESTIONS:

1.	 Give biblical examples and discuss how angels give 
messages, proclaim announcements, intervene in the 
lives of humans, and give strength (use the Catechism 
reading as a guide).

2.	 When we realize that God uses those around us as 
angels, we can conclude that we are angels for others 
as well. What messages and announcements should be 
proclaim? What intervention and strength can we give 
to those around us?

3.	 How did the sermon inspire or instruct your understanding 
of the Bible verse and/or context?

4.	 What aspect of God's nearness have you come to 
understand from your contemplation of the sermon? 

5.	 What is the one new thought that you walked away with?

6.	 If you had to summarize the service in one sentence to 
someone who was not there, what would it be?


