
Dear brothers and sisters,

And they continued… May these words bring to expression our 
forward determination and zeal after the wonderful Pentecost feast 
that we experienced. I was filled with gratitude and joy to see how 
many could come together to celebrate Pentecost and participate 
in the activities of the weekend. Thank you for your willingness to 
share the weekend with us and for your many prayers in preparing 
for this special event. 

The Holy Spirit opened new understandings for all of us in this divine 
service.  

With our Holy Sealing we received a: 

•	 Seal – the assurance we belong to God and He will always 
receive and accept us.

•	 Guarantee – the assurance that as long as we remain in an 
active, close relationship with God, He will provide all that we 
need to enter His kingdom, despite the weaknesses that exist 
in the visible church.

•	 Promise - the assurance that we will experience the 
resurrection of our body and enter the kingdom of God. This 
is the foundation of our hope for the future.

•	 Pledge - the assurance that we can already today receive 
part of our inheritance in experiencing a foretaste of the 
Kingdom by going deeper into the knowledge of our Father in 
the divine word, feeling His presence in the sacraments, and 
growing in His unity in our fellowship. 

•	 Calling – the task to praise and witness Jesus Christ to those 
around us and profess His gospel and His return.

In light of these wonderful assurances and tasks, let us keep the 
promises we have made to the Eternal One when we were baptized, 
sealed, and confirmed, and thus, prove our faithfulness to Christ. 
We live under His gracious benefits and spiritual blessings!

With loving greetings, 
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Receiving the sacraments is part of being a Christian 
and they are a prerequisite for salvation. Because the 
sacraments are so essential to our understanding of 
Christianity and salvation, it is important that we deepen 
our knowledge of them. In this article, we are going 
to focus on Holy Baptism and the difference between 
original sin and inherited sin.

Holy Baptism with water dispensed in the Triune name 
of God allows us to enter into our first close relationship 
with Him. Through Holy Baptism, we become a 
Christian and part of the church of Christ. Baptism with 
water is an act of God that He alone does and it forever 
changes the relationship between God and a person. It 
is a true expression of His love for us.

Through baptism, original sin is washed away. 
This image of “washing away” brings to expression 
that God has removed the condition of permanent 
separation from Him that began with mankind’s fall into 
sin. With original sin removed from us, we can enter 
into a relationship with God. Even though original sin 
in washed away in Holy Baptism, we still have the 
propensity to sin. Referred to as “concupiscence,” 
the human inclination to sin persists after baptism 
as another consequence of the Fall. Concupiscence 
brings to light the brokenness that we all have as 
sinners, but it is also a reminder of our dependence on 
God and His grace in our lives.

baptism forever changes the relationship 
between God and us - it is an expression of 
his love

Now that we understand that original sin is our 
permanent remoteness from God and that Holy 
Baptism washes away that permanence, we can look 
at what inherited sin means.

The term “inherited sin” was coined by Saint 
Augustine. His study of Scripture led him to believe 
that all of Adam’s descendants biologically inherited 
his sin through the sexual act of procreation, therefore 
equating sex with sin. Although we do not align with 
this concept, for many years, our church considered 
“inherited sin” to mean the sins we obtained from our 
parents and ancestors, which are washed away in our 
baptism. However, inherited sin cannot exist when we 
believe in the eternal love of God. In consideration of 
His limitless mercy, how could we reckon that He would 
allow a parent’s sin to pass on to their children when He 
allows each soul to have an individual relationship with 
Him? Thus, we no longer use the term “inherited 
sin.”

Our relationship with God is the greatest gift of His 
grace. Once the connection is made with Him through 
baptism, it can never be severed. His love for us is so 
deep that even if we turn away from Him or become 
unfaithful, the opportunity for a relationship with Him, 
created by our baptism, will remain. How comforting it 
is that God expresses His love for us in this way! - VAA/
LRK

*This article is written based on a presentation from the 
international church theologian, Dr. Reinhard Kiefer.

Original Sin or Inherited Sin?

original sin / god’s elect
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������������	
��

�������������������
��
����
�������������
���� ���������
��������������������� ����!�"

���
  ���
�#$%&'()�&*+,

-./01�234�/0156748499�0/�9689:;<��������������
�
��
�����
� �=���������
��
�����>�������?


��
@����������@����
@���
�� ��������������@@����A�
@�����B��C����
@�D
��
��C��
��
�?����������������
�
����������������
�����?�?
���
����������� �����EFGH�IFJJKLMFL�NOGOPQRSOT�UOTKT�IVQMTSWT�RNS�FX�QOYOJZSMFL[-\0�2369�68�14]4] 1̂_8̀4�0/�a4:;b��
�����c�=����������
�
��
������
��
�C��������
  ����
@�d������
���	����"�������
�������
����A��
�����!��
�������������
�����������d�����
� �	�������������?���=��A�
@�?������������������@���������e�������
��@
� �
@�"

���
  ���
���EFGH�IFJJKLMFL�NOGOPQRSOT�SVOZRTS�fMSV�UOTKT�IVQMTS[-g01�_9�0/248�_9.�h0i�j10̀k_6]�234�l01mn9�m4_23.;b�
�
�� �opRSRLqOGGFr�����
������
������������
C������=����
@��� � ?�����!�?�����

������
�����
�������������
����
����		����������	���!�?��������C������	�����
�!�
C�������
C����A���������������������
���EFGH�IFJJKLMFL�NOGOPQRSOT�FKQ�ZQFXOTTMFL�FX�XRMSV�ML�UOTKT�IVQMTS�RLY�EMTZQOTOLNO[-.26kk�s4�̀0]49:;b��
��������
�
��
�����
� �=�����@��������
������������
@�������!�?�������������tC��A�
�����A
��C�����
���
��@�����������������������A����
�����@������=��A�
 �
@�D
��?�������A�d����u�C
���
��?������@�
 ������ov����

��
������=�
@������@�����
@�����C��������
���������������������=�������������
�����<��w�����u��=��A�
 �xr��EFGH�IFJJKLMFL�NOGOPQRSOT�SVO�XKSKQO�fMSV�UOTKT�IVQMTS[-y304741�4_29�ah�/k493�_8m�m168z9�ah�̂k00m.;{���A
�	�
�
@�d
����
����
����	
���
������c����B�		����������!�?����
�������
����
������?��
 ���
���������

���
����|�����
������	����?
��"

���
  ���
������
�
�������
�v�����x�"���@
���!��
�����
�����
������
���
�!�v����������
�
�@�!���������

��������� ��	�������
�������x��EFGH�IFJJKLMFL�NOGOPQRSOT�SVO�OSOQLRG�QOYOJZSMFL�ML�UOTKT�IVQMTS[{�����
��������AA��������
���	��
@������ ���!������������������w��������� ���
���@����
�
��
������>�@
��������������
�?����
��
@�"

��
  ���
��A�C��������
������������
����	�������C�������C�����{�����������������

��}	

�����������	�
 ��A�	�����
@�������������


	P8 - Holy Sealing
	P8 - Original sin or inherited sin
	P8 - The Lord’s bountiful table



