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A support to the service
· Acting in Faith – Be tolerant
· Exodus 12:49 One law shall be for the native-born and for the stranger who dwells among you.
· MESSAGE: When we look at every person around us and recognize, in each one, the beauty, the diversity, the intricateness, of God’s creation; the image of God Himself, intolerance will disappear.  Romans 15:13 says: Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.
· SONG:  157 The servant song
Bible verse
· 1 Corinthians 12:7-10  Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
· Can you see God’s grace in your weakness?
· Let’s contemplate this question as we listen to the soloist sing What Grace is Mine.
Background/history to a song, composer, text
· SONG: 2  All creatures of our God and King
· MESSAGE:  From the grateful heart of a devoted Italian monk in the year of 1225 came this beautiful message. As a great lover of nature, Saint Francis of Assisi saw the hand of God in all creation.  He demonstrated through his own life all the tender, humble, forgiving spirit and absolute trust in God that his hymn urges others to have. At the age of 25, St. Francis left an indulgent fife as a soldier, renounced his inherited wealth, and determined to live meagerly and to imitate the selfless life of Christ. Throughout his life Saint Francis appreciated the importance of church music and encouraged singing in his monastery. He wrote more than 60 hymns for this purpose. The beautiful expressions of praise in All Creatures of Our God and King have endured throughout the centuries.
Exposition on song lyrics
· SONG: 333 Pass me not O Gentle Savior
· MESSAGE: How do these words by Fanny Crosby speak to you? Do they speak more about the grace that is offered? Or, does this hymn speak more about how she searched and fought for grace? Or both?
General themes
· Ascension Day
· MESSAGE: The Ascension of Christ to be seated at the right hand of God is a grand liturgical celebration in the life of the church. It marks forty days of celebrating Easter and God’s triumph over the powers of oppression, depression, and our fear of death through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is one of many images we have for Christ: good shepherd, suffering servant, great physician. How does the image of the ascended Christ affect your understanding of who He is?
