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Introduction – Songs of Advent
As familiar as we are with the songs of Christmas, there are four songs recorded in the Bible to celebrate the birth of Jesus that most of us aren’t familiar with. The angels sang a song to the shepherds. Mary sang a song to God after she had time to get over the shocking news that she was going to be the mother of the Savior. Simeon also had a song. Then there’s Zechariah’s song. Zechariah was an elderly priest who sang after being visited by an angel. 
As we learn more about these songs this evening, and as you sing along and contemplate the songs that we will sing together, we hope you’ll find the themes of faith, peace, trust, and hope that echo from these songs recorded in Scripture into our worship tonight. 

How great our joy / Joy to the World – piano and organ / congregation 

Zechariah: A Song of Faith
After the last recorded words of the book of Malachi, there were no prophets and no written revelations from God for 400 years. Finally, after these 400 years of silence, when everything was ready, God spoke again through an angel to Zechariah. The angel told Zechariah that he and his wife were going to have a baby – John (later known as John the Baptist) – and that baby was the very one that Malachi promised would come. 
After John was born, Zechariah sang a song, but it wasn’t a lullaby. It was a song of faith. Zechariah sang, not about his own song, but about another baby who would soon be born to a distant relative of his wife. 
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us…And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
Excerpt from Luke 1: 68-79 NIV
This was the first song of the first Christmas. And the lesson for us is this: even in apparent silence, God is preparing you and me for Christmas. He’s not preparing us for the holiday of Christmas, but for the reality of Christmas: “God with us.” 
Whether you’ve been crying out of the salvation of someone you love, the restoration of health for yourself or someone else, for an end to the financial hardship you’ve been under, or for the stress of life to ease up – God is still working, even when you cannot see evidence of it. This is the essence of faith according to Hebrews 11:1 – being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This Christmas, in spite of silence, sing a song of faith, a song like Zechariah’s. 

O little town of Bethlehem / The First Noel – piano / congregation / lead 


Angels: A Song of Peace
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
Luke 2:8-14
This song was sung to shepherds – men who herded livestock for a living, who were at the very bottom of the social structure. It’s worth noting that these angels did not bring the wonderful message of Christ’s birth to those who had influence. They did not appear to the wealthy or to political or religious leaders. Instead, they came to the least significant, least respected, least likely people in the community. When God’s messenger said he came to bring good news to all people, he demonstrated it by starting at the bottom. 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men…
Peace can be found no matter what the circumstances. When your soul is at peace with God, you have the capacity to endure any crisis and any misfortune. 
Tragedy has, does, and will come to us. But one thing will not change. The Savior the angels sang about is still alive and involved in this world. This song is still being sung. If we could get a glimpse of heaven today, we would hear them singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isiah proclaimed peace with a song of his own: For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

It came upon a midnight clear / Hark the Herald / Angels we have heard on high – piano / congregation / lead 

Mary: A Song of Trust
Joseph and Mary had to travel from their home in Nazareth to their ancestral home in Bethlehem to register for a Roman census. It must have been a difficult, physical journey for the young, pregnant girl. But even more difficult was the emotional journey Mary made, a journey of trust. 
Mary made an internal journey that involved a significant change of heart for this teenage girl who was about to give birth to the Chosen One. It’s a journey of trust. It’s about the emotional distance she traveled after finding out that her life’s plan was about to be forever changed. Her journey is also our journey, because many of us have found out that the life we had planned to live is not the life we are living. 
And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; for behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.
Luke 1:46-49
What had once been an unbearable burden eventually became a burden she was willing to bear. But now, finally, this thing God had called Mary to do had become a reason for joy and thanksgiving. 
The Magnificant – congregation / lead by women’s group

Simeon: A Song of Hope
Simeon is a relatively obscure character in the Christmas story. He was a good man who tried hard to follow God’s law. He has some things to teach us about waiting, as he waited for something important for a long, long time. Although he was very old, he hung in there for one reason: God had told him he would not die before he had seen the Savior – the Messiah of Israel!
It was a dark time in Israel. There had been no new revelation from God through His prophets in over 400 years. Not exactly the context for optimism. But although Simeon’s body was failing, his spirit grew stronger, because the hope that was in him was greater than the hopelessness around him. 
It was time for Mary, Joseph, and Jesus to go to the temple in Jerusalem, where Mary would participate in a purification rite that all women went through after childbirth, and Jesus would be consecrated to God, as were all firstborn Jewish sons. As they entered the temple to fulfill their vows, a stranger approached them, the old man Simeon. He reach out his arms for the baby. 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”
Luke 2: 29-32 NIV
Simeon held him and thanked God for allowing him to see the child that would reveal God’s true nature to his people. Simeon was the first to look at this baby and state that he was not only the Messiah of Israel, but he was also going to be the Savior of all who would believe in him. 
While you are waiting for whatever it is your heart longs for, what kind of music will your life make with what you have left? Will you continue to watch and wait, knowing that for the follower of Christ, Christmas comes every day? 

Adore / O come all ye faithful – choir / congregation / piano / organ 





