Pause & Worship Devotional – Lord Have Mercy

If through grace we receive from our God that which is undeserved (His love, patience, kindness, compassion), then it is through mercy that we don't receive that which is deserved (punishment for our sins). If we are honest, there is little else that we deserve. Thankfully, we have a Heavenly Father who, out of His love for us, sent His Son to die on the cross and save us from our sin. Christ is our Savior. And, as the writers of this hymn reiterate—we deeply need a Savior.

Even though Christ has already saved us from the eternal consequences of sin, our fight against sin and the evil one continues. And as our sinning continues, so does our need for mercy. If there's anything that we need to humbly plead for from the Lord, it's mercy—"for what we have done, and left undone; for sins that are known, and those unknown."
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We've needed His mercy from the beginning, we'll need it in the end, and we need it each day in between. May our daily plea be, "Christ, have mercy."
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