The cowardly lion had it right (ask the participants what it was that the cowardly lion asked for).
[bookmark: _GoBack]There wouldn’t be a need for courage, however, if it weren’t for fear.
Fear is a crippling emotion. The Lord never intended for His followers to dread the future. Although we may feel afraid at times, we should never let fear control us.
One of my favorite passages on overcoming fear is found in the story of Joshua, where God commanded Joshua: “Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go" (Josh. 1:9). The promise that God gave Joshua that day is no less true for us now. There is no need for fear when we lean on the powerful presence of the Lord.
