Hymn Story: All Glory, Laud and Honor

Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! The King of Israel! (John 12:13)

This traditional Palm Sunday processional hymn was written around 820 A.D. by Bishop Theodolph of Orleans, France, while he was imprisoned at the monastery of Angers. Theodolph was well-known in his day as a poet, pastor, and beloved bishop. He was also a close friend of Charlemagne, the emperor who tried to revive the Roman Empire in the eighth century. Charlemagne called Theodolph to his court at Aachen, Germany, and later appointed him Bishop of Orleans. When Emperor Charlemagne died in 814, the bishop was put into a monastic prison by Charlemagne’s son and successor, Louis I the Pious, for allegedly plotting against him. 

A well-known legend has long been associated with this hymn. It is believed that a short time before the bishop’s death in 821, Louis was visiting in the area where the bishop was imprisoned and by chance passed under his cell. The bishop is said to have been singing and worshiping by himself. When the emperor heard this particular hymn being sung, he was so moved by the incident that he immediately ordered the bishop’s release.

All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and Blessed One.

The company of angels are praising Thee on high,
And mortal men and all things created made reply.
The people of the Hebrews with palms before Thee went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems before Thee we present. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To Thee, before Thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise;
To Thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.
Thou didst accept their praises; Accept the praise we bring,
Who in all good delightest, Thou good and gracious King.
