Family Worship Guide – Giving Is Secret
…as for me and my house, we will serve (worship) the Lord (Joshua 24:15)

Read God’s word together

Bible Verse – Matthew 6:1-4

Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise, you have no reward from your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.  

Possible questions/conversation-starters:

1. In the above verses, Jesus makes it clear that the motivation behind our giving and serving is of upmost importance. What specifically does He warn against? (Doing good works so that others can see them; seeking the recognition and admiration of others). What does Jesus tell us to do instead? (Do good works in secret; we shouldn’t seek an audience when we give). 

2. Why should there be a humble aspect to our giving? (Because we recognize that everything we have comes from God, the great giver of all things; when we consider the extent of His giving, our giving will naturally seem quite insignificant). 

3. Read the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). What can we learn from the Good Samaritan as it relates to giving? (He gave His time, attention, and even His money without expecting anything in return, and never once sought praise or recognition for His actions). Who else is an example for us (the greatest example!) when it comes to giving? (Jesus!) What did Jesus give? (His life).

4. Take some time to think about something that you can give to someone (or something that you can do for someone else) this week in secret, and consider the impact this will have on that person. (This shouldn’t be shared, but rather internalized; maybe have the children write down their thoughts so that they don’t forget them, and so that they can remember to put them into practice!). 

Pray together

Prompt: Pray that your good works, and that all you do for the Lord, always be motivated by your love for Him, and never so that you might receive recognition or praise. Pray also for increased humility – in general, but also in your serving and giving.

Sing together!

For the Beauty of the Earth (Hymnal 36)

Take Time to Be Holy (Hymnal 154)

