Family Worship Guide – The Doxology
…as for me and my house, we will serve (worship) the Lord (Joshua 24:15)

Read the Doxology:
“Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

Read God’s word together (optional; you could also just read/discuss the Doxology, and use Psalm 100 as a prayer)

Bible Passage – Psalm 100 (this is what the Doxology is based on)

Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God. It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.

Possible questions/conversation-starters:

1. What is a doxology? (The word doxology comes from two Greek words: doxa – meaning “glory”, and logos – meaning “speaking”. Therefore, a “doxology” is an expression of praise which gives glory to God; in this case, the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)

2. The word “praise” is mentioned four times in the Doxology. What does this mean? (an outward expression of our inner feelings toward God – love, admiration, gratefulness, etc.) 

3. Read each line and discuss.
· What does it mean that all blessings flow from God? What are some of our blessings?
· Who’s included in “all creatures?” How can animals praise/glorify God? (by fulfilling the purpose for which God made/created them).
· What does “heavenly host” mean? (In Psalm 148, we see that the heavenly hosts are the angels. In passages like Isaiah 6 and Revelation 4, we see that God is constantly praised/worshiped by angels in heaven).
· What’s another word for the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost/Spirit? (Holy Trinity). Why should we praise the Father? Why should we praise the Son? Why should we praise the Holy Spirit?

Pray together

Consider reading Psalm 100 here as a prayer of praise and thanksgiving. And/or, go around and have each person give praise to God for one thing (“we praise you for _____...”)

Sing together!

The Doxology / Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 
· Celebration Hymnal 815, or sing along here (note that additional verses are included)
